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Manitoba Infrastructure & Transportation 

It has been a busy year for our Provincial/Municipal Committee. As many of us are 

already aware, there will be a Carbon Tax being introduced to Manitoba. This tax will 

come sometime this summer and will come in the form of a fuel increase.  The increase 

will be around 5 cents per liter on gas and 7 cents a liter on diesel. This differs from the 

Federal plan, where the price would go up every year to meet the requirements. 

 

In Manitoba, we will stay steady with our increase thru the 5-year term when it would be 

reevaluated.  This tax will generate roughly $260 million a year.  All revenue collected 

will stay in Manitoba and Is supposed to go towards green initiatives.   The idea is that 

the money will be spent on things that will help bring our carbon imprint down.  HEAT, 

alongside MTA will keep an eye on what the money is being used for and try and 

influence where it is spent. If any members are interested in a copy of the “Manitoba 

Climate and Green Space Plan” please come and see me after the meeting and I can 

make arrangements to provide you with a copy. 

 

Electronic logs will become mandatory for all federally regulated companies in 2020. 

Any other companies that are required to use log books because they operate outside 

of their 160km zone will also be required to record electronic logs under this mandate. 

The Federal Government continues to be in discussions with Industry Leaders on the 

potential issues and we will still likely continue to see changes leading up to that date.  

If anyone wants more details on this I can email you the 61-page consultation report 

that was submitted late last year.  

 

Manitoba Infrastructure & Transportation has recognized that their Advanced Routing 

and Permitting system is over ten years old and have announced plans for a much-

needed upgrade.  These upgrades will strive to improve the process and time in which 

permits are issued.  The upgrade is expected to cost as much as $950 000.               
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For this reason, there will come increases to the cost of permits. The prices have not 

seen an increase since 1988 and is hard to argue the need to increase them. HEAT has 

suggested a gradual increase as opposed to a large increase from the start, as to not 

to shock the Industry.  Over height, short inter axle spacing and non RTAC vehicles will 

eventually require a permit.   

There have been some discussions on trying to improve the way that the motor 

carrierprofile records and document company’s safety rating.  The ask is to come 

up with a way that allows carriers to improve their rating by taking into 

consideration when there is a positive result at a road side inspection.  

 

At the beginning of last summer, HEAT submitted an ask to MIT thru their intake form to 

allow24000 kg on selected routes on triple axles with a spread between 3 meters 

and 3.6 meters.   

 

The routes that were asked for were, 

Hwy 213 from Hwy 206 to Hwy 59  

Hwy 59 from Hwy 101 to Hwy 11 

Hwy 11 to Hwy 304 in Pine falls. 

Hwy 207 from Hwy 213 to Hwy 11   

Hwy 15 from Hwy 206 to Hwy 101 

Hwy 7 from Hwy 101 to Hwy 68 
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While we have not received anything official back at this point. MIT has completed their 

review and it looks like our ask has been supported. The documentation is currently at 

the Minister’s office awaiting final approval. 

 

New functions have been added to the 511 websites, including purple icons identifying 

futureconstruction sites. There are now 33 cameras throughout the province, allowing 

you tosee thecondition of the roads, refreshed every 10 minutes. There is a link to 

Environment and Climate 

Change Canada (ECCC), with daily weather summaries and historical data. 

The511 applications(app) site is now available on mobile devices. Weather radar is 

also available.  You will also be able to connect new this site via a link on our new 

website. 

 

HEAT believes that these updates are helpful to our members and the app works 

well. However, we have voiced our concerns that some of the information isn’t 

being updatedquick enough and more effort has to be taken to keep it up to date 

if this site is to be usedto its full potential. 

 

Safe Roads Committee 

HEAT also continues to support the Safe Roads campaign both financially and by sitting 

on this committee. This campaign has allowed us a significant budget to communicate 

the importance of being respectful of construction sites and snow clearing crews to the 

general public.  We have now expanded to fill the gap between summer and winter 

campaigns with social media.  This will give us the opportunity to keep the awareness 

going and allows HEAT to explain thru a short video what this initiative has meant for us.  
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Look for our campaign messages via Twitter and Facebook and be sure to share our 

posts and help us increase followers. 

 

Safety Council Board 

Myself and Pete Vogiatzakis will both sit on Safety Council Board this year. This Board 

oversees RPM and will help to aim the direction that RPM is taking with their training and 

certification. Our current plan is to rebrand the Board’s logo to incorporate the COR 

logo which will provide a better understanding that an RPM certification is comparable 

to a COR certification.   

Another program that the Board is working on, would allow RPM to certify 

“owner/operators” in a new category so that they can to, carry a RPM certification.  

Another one of RPM’s goals is to certify as many trucking companies with Safe Work 

Manitoba as possible. So far, 20% of all registered trucks in Manitoba are Safe Work 

certified with 57 additional companies registered to become certified.  

 

Virtual Reality Training 

 

Technology is constantly evolving in today’s world and HEAT has partnered with the 

Manitoba Construction Sector Council, CSAM and MHCA to develop new teaching 

platforms using virtual reality or what is more commonly known as "VR". 

 

4 VR videos were developed with the intent of being "add ons" to existing safety 

courses. Students can load the video on personal devices as have interactive 

discussions on job sites with their peers. The 4 VR videos are: 
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Flag Person Training 

Road Builder Safety Training 

Personal Protective Equipment 

Prime Contractor 

 

These VR videos capture real job site scenarios where they can identify safety hazards - 

making safety training ultra immersive and engaging to users by transporting them to 

job sites. These VR videos can also give new employees that may not have worked in 

construction beforehand, some of the hazards they would experience as well as 

expose them to types of equipment used in construction sites without leaving the 

training room. 

 

There are many potential applications for VR's in our industry and we look forward to 

seeing it being adopted into our training protocols over the years to come. I’d like to 

thank Tony Malanchuk, from our committee for representing HEAT on this project. 

 

Most recently HEAT was honored to be invited to two events at Legislative Building.  On 

Thursday March 8th the Official First Reading of the Traffic and Transportation Act 

Modernization Act occurred with quite a few changes that will impact our industry. 

Some of the primary changes are 

 

• allowing municipalities to set speed limits on their roadways rather than having to apply to a 

provincial board; 

• consolidating the outdated ‘two plate’ CT/PSV registration system for more than 33,000 heavy 

trucks in Manitoba; 

• streamlining and moving the approval process of non-government highway signage from the 

Highway Traffic Board to the Department of Infrastructure; 
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The 2nd event was the Release of the 2018 Budget which our President, Kerry Minsky 

attended. Unfortunately, this budget is not good news for our industry. Manitoba 

Infrastructure Department’s Capital Budget was was reduced over $150,000,000 from 

last year which is extremely alarming. The Conservative Government made campaign 

promises to reduce the infrastructure deficit this province has and this budget 

completely contradicts that. HEAT will be emailing our members talking points to assist in 

an email campaign to push back at the Conservative Government and this 

unacceptable budget. I highly encourage you to take 30 minutes from your day and 

send emails to the premier and the Minister of Transportation, voicing your displeasure. 

 

As you can see, our Provincial & Municipal committee sits with multiple groups and 

Boards to represent your interests. The best way we can represent you is to include you 

in discussions and see each subject matter from many viewpoints. Our committee is 

looking for new members and has plans to meet with Minister Schuler in upcoming 

weeks. If you would like to be part of the discussion prior to the meeting and have your 

best interests represented, I encourage you to make contact with someone from our 

committee so that we include you on former invites to our committee meetings. For 

continued updates on Provincial / Municipal related matters, please watch for our 

website launch and click on the named tab. 

 

As we head into another construction season please remember that there is nothing 

more important than making sure everyone makes it home safe.I encourage you all to 

review Safe Work Practices and procedures with your employees and remember safety 

is a culture that is best lead by example.  

 

 

Presented by: Dallas Hiebert 


